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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/IT 03/00530 



I. Basis of the report 



Description, Pages 

1-7 

Claims, Numbers 

1-9 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
U the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

D ZeSill^^ 0 " fUmiShed PUrP ° SeS ° f intemati <™< Penary examination (under 

3 - ^"K^^ a PpIi cation, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

D Me^ "sting does not go beyond the disc.osure 

D Kitt^ reCOrd6d in read ^le form is identica. to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ the description, 

□ the claims, 

□ the drawings, 



. pages: 
Nos.: 
sheets: 



^Hfpoft)*^ 0 ^™ 6 ^ containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/IT 03/00530 



III. Nor«s,abHshn,en t of opinion with regard ,o novelty. Inventive step and industrial appiicabilny 

" 25SS5S ^^S1^^ B ^%^,-^ — step „o be non- 
□ the entire international application, 
H claims Nos. 1-3,6,8,9 
because: 

" -i-nS'SM^^^ f o„o wi „ g 
see separate sheet 

see separate sheet 

D cotld'r formed" ^ S ° inade ^'y ^PPorted by the description that no meaningful opinion 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

V " So°^^^^^ nove,ty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Claims 
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Claims 
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Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-9 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 
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Item HI 

1 . Claim 9 relates to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered by the 
prov,s,ons of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be formulated with 
SJwSS PCT) dUStria ' aPP ' iCabi,ity ° f the sul >ject-matter of these claims (Article 

2. The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that for the present application only 
theZst paragra S ph) rCh ^ ° Ut ^ PCT/,SA/210 ' and in Particular 

3. Claims 1 ,3,6,8 and 9 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the 
matter for which protection is sought is not clearly defined. The claims attempt to define 
the subject-matter in terms of the result to be achieved which merely amounts to a 
statement of the underlying problem, namely "synergists". Furthermore it leaves the 
reader in doubt as to which compounds fall within the scope of the term The 
compounds meant to be encompassed by this term should be added. 

tl h ZT!° W '7 d ° C T*T are referred to jn ** communication; the numbering will be 
adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1: EP-A-1 269991 

D2: WO-A-03061766 

D3: US-A-5958975 

D4: US-B1 -6403123 

D5: EP-A-0566368 

The documents considered in the present processing are consecutively 

SZ^qo? 1 ;?? thiS nUmberin 9 results from th * citations D1-D5 found in the Search 
Report (SR) of the corresponding PCT application. It will be adhered to in the rest of the 

sSeT' C ' ted PaSSage(S) f ° r eaCh Citatlon wiN be considered unless otherwise 

Item V 

Novelty 

thZof te ? n L Ca ' UreS ° f C ' aimS 1 " 9 arG antici P ated ^ documents D3 and D4 and 
therefore lack novelty in terms of Art 33 (2) PCT. 
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D3 discloses topical compositions comprising phenyl 2-acetoxyethanoic acid, 20% 
triethyl citrate and additional active agents such as salicylic acid and antibiotics. The 
compositions are suitable for treating bacterial skin infections. 
D4 discloses compositions comprising triethyl citrate, anthralin and further agents 
(including antibiotics) for treating dermatological disorders including eczema. 

6.1ndustrial Applicability (Art 33(4) PCT). 

For the assessment of the present claim 9 on the question whether it is industrially 
applicable, no unified criteria exist in the PCT Contracting States. The patentability can 
also be dependent upon the formulation of the claims. The EPO, for example, does not 
recognize as industrially applicable the subject-matter of claims to the use of a 
compound in medical treatment, but may allow, however, claims to a known compound 
for first use in medical treatment and the use of such a compound for the manufacture 
of a medicament for a new medical treatment. 

Article 64.1 PCT 

7. Although D1 and D2 are not valid prior art document pursuant to Art 64.1 PCT, they 
are considered to anticipate the subject matters of claims 1-9. 
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